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The NIH CTSA program (Clinical and Translational
Science Awards) supports over 60 research centers work-
ing to accelerate scientific discovery, development and
implementation to improve health. The CTSA initiative
was launched in 2006 to accelerate progress along the
research pipeline by overcoming the “translational road-
blocks” identified by the Institute of Medicine’s Clinical
Research Roundtable (CRR)-and discussed in numerous
additional reports published in the U.S. and internation-
ally. Although the CRR and its international counterparts
identified two broad categories of roadblocks, the first
impeding the translation of basic science discoveries into
effective clinical and public health interventions and the
second impeding appropriate implementation-in-practice
and societal benefits of these interventions, to date most
CTSA activity has focused largely on the first translational
roadblock. The presentations included in this panel repre-
sent national leaders in the establishment of effective pro-
grams to support and expand CTSA activity related to the
second translational roadblock, barriers to effective disse-
mination, implementation and achievement of population
health benefit of NIH-funded research. The presentations
describe the components, activities and impacts of CTSA-
based D&I science programs established at the University
of California at San Francisco, University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill, and Washington University at St.
Louis. The panel will also describe the ongoing develop-
ment of a new program at the University of California at
Los Angeles (guided by the three programs featured in the

panel) and will feature comments by key national research
leaders addressing the value and role of these national lea-
ders in stimulating and guiding similar efforts across other
CTSAs and similar research institutions.

Implications for D&I science
The NIH CTSA program represents a significant invest-
ment of research resources in the nation’s leading univer-
sities and health research institutes. The mission of the
program cannot be achieved without a significant increase
in efforts to implement CTSA-generated findings and
innovations, however, and, hence, without a robust pro-
gram of implementation research to guide implementation
policy and practice. This panel will contribute to ongoing
efforts to stimulate and support expanded implementation
science interest and activity.
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